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BIPLAB HALIM MEMORIAL LECTURE
AND FELICITATION 2021

Commemorating

74t Birth Anniversary
of

Eminent Human Rights Activist & Social Worker
BIPLAB HALIM



| PREFACE _

This year Biplab Halim Memorial Committee
& IMSE is commemorating the 74th Birth
Anniversary of eminent human rights activist
and social worker Biplab Halim.

Biplab Halim used to believe in people's
democracy, where people will have the power
to define and determine their development
trajectory. He focused on strengthening
grassroots democratic institutions like PRI
and stressed on effective participation of
people in that process. Meaningful participation in any process
starts with access to information. Right to have information is
guaranteed by our constitution and lateron due to the longstanding

demands of people, the Right to Information Act came into force
finally in 2005,

Biplab Halim was a prominent advocate for RTI and coordinator of
the RTI network in West Bengal for a long period of time. Through
his work, he empowered people with the knowledge of Right to
Information Act and helped them in using the same to access
information, that advance various movements for strengthening
rightsand democracy.

Today in India, dialogue on strengthening democracy and human
rights is more important than ever before. Our rapidly changing
socio-political scenario is creating new challenges before human
rights defenders, which is weakening our democracy. This is high
time we refer to basic values & principles of equity and equality as
enshrined in our constitution and defend all good legislations
which uphold those values. Therefore it is appropriate to discuss




RTI could be used asatool toincrease trang
nd in advancing social Movemengs lnretn(.y
n g ise Biplab Halim Memqr; Is
. rop, we are glad to 016anise Morial [,
j:kifdpthe topic is ROLE OF RIGHT TO INFORMAT,ON“;Q
O NGTHENING HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY

We are thankful to Shri Nikhil Dey, eminent Human Rights Activiss

forkindly acceptingour invitation todeliver the key note addresg.
or

oreabout how

We extend our special thanks to Shri Chittotosh Mukherjee, forme,
Chief Justice of Mumbai & Kolkata High Court, for remembering
his association with Biplab Halim, in the context of their work op

electoral reformand good governance.

This year we are humbled to felicitate Prof Mar.labendra. Nath
Mondal, eminent Human Rights Advocate, Shri Snehasis Sur
eminent Media Person, Ms. Pankti Yog, well known RTI Activist,
Ms. Umashashi Maity, social worker and Shri Mahananda Halder,
social worker who are well known for their dedicated work to

strengthen democracy and to support people’s movements for
securing the human rights.

I take this opportunity to express my gratitude to all who have

extended their support to us for organising this Memorial lecture,
amidst pandemic.

[ hope this lecture will motivate many social workers to come
forward and use RTI asa tool to hold the state accountable. I further
!WOPe l.ife of Biplab Halim, will keep inspiring many social activists,
in 'the.lr pursuit of seeking justice, equality, equity and to reinforce
principlesof human rightsand democracy. ’

Ujjaini Halim

IMSE



Shri Man(:bendra Nai.{h Mondal

?::‘SuMpi:;Zegdra N?th Mondal, advocate at
e ;Uf; f;) India has been working
the field onHu 5¢ .essly for fllanY decades in
man Rights. He is associated with

Department Of Human Rights, University of
r- Calcutta as a guest lecturer. He has inspired
| ﬁd é ! many youths to engage and contribute in the
¥ field of social development and has encouraged
them to instill in themselves the values of selfless
JJuntarism. He is the Executive Director at Socio Legal Aid
osearch & Training Centre, Vice-Chairman at West Bengal Gandhi
seace Foundation, National Coordinator of Action Against
rrafficking & Sexual Exploitation of Children, India (ATSEC India),
Chairperson of ATSEC South Asia and Joint Secretary at Gandhi
Memorial Committee, West Bengal. Heis thelife memberat SAARC
Law, Asiatic Society and Indian Law Institute. He has always been
active in advocating for the citizen's rights and has received
National Citizens Award from the hands of Mother Teressa. Hewas
selected by a committee under the Chairmanship of Justice P N
Bhagwati, Chief Justice, Supreme Court of India. He h:.fs a}so
received Raj Kumari Amtri Kaur Gold Medal for Huma.mtarlan.
services awarded by the Hon'ble president of India. Shri
Manabendra Nath Mondal has organised protests in front of several
consulates in Kolkata on behalf of Gandhi Peace Foundation not to
support Pakistan. The team tO hanq over the memoranc;um
included Maitreyee Devi, Prof. Gourl Ayub, Man Kumar Sefh

Rabindra Mukhopadhyay, himself and others. He ?s known for h?s
remarkable contribution to the society thrfJugh his ph\lantgropii
activities. He has worked for rehabilitation of Andhra Feop




Cyclone and tidal wave victin} Whﬁf"‘f‘ .nearly 30 'h"’“&md people
died on Behalf of Indian Red Cross Soc;ety. He ha's helped ONg¢ 1A
operation team (Members were from U.K., America) and othery ,,
cross the Bangladesh Border at Bongaon. This was the fig
Foreigners team to enter Bangladesh to collect news. During hjs
long association in the field he has become respectable member t,,
many renowned organizations like National Action & Coordination,
Group, End Violence Against Children, India (SAIEVAC, SAARC),
National Council Tarun Shanti Sena under the leadership of
Narayan Desai / Jayprakash Narayan, Niwano Peace Foundation
(Japan), Asia Committee, Friends of Bangladesh, South Asia
Committee, Founded by Sri Jayprakash Narayan formed during
Bangladesh freedom movement, Cyprus Resettlement Project
supported by United Nations Secretary General for Peace Building
in Cyprus and developing Communal Harmony in Cyprus
representing Tarun Shanti Sena where he was welcomed by the
Hon'ble President of Cyprus Arch Bishop Makarios. His lifelong
struggle towards fighting for the rights of the deprived is worthy of
appreciation.
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shri Snehasis Sur is a St Journalist working 1n
~oordarshan News at Kolkata. He is a Media Educatorand
sssociated with various Universities and National level
Media Institutions. He is an empanelled Media Trainer
with Asia Pacific Broadcasting Union (ABU), Kualalampur
ind conducted training programmes in different

countries.

He had covered several important assignmentsin different
parts of the country and accompanied many Prime
Ministers in their foreign visits. He has authored several
books and lectured in many ‘nternational conferences. He
was part of different journalists delegations to travel

abroad. He has received several awards for journalistic

excellence. He1ls the President of Press Club, Kolkata. Hels
thening

known for his valuable contribution in streng
fourth pillar of democracy and for his selfless contribution

and commitments towardscitizen's rights.

**********
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is the Executive Secretary at
t Pahel (MAGP). She is

originally from Goa and did her Masters in
i d post master Research in Physical
he started working with
National Institute of Oceanography, Goa. But
on the other hand she wanted to join social
development work since college days. Career
and passion were different and thus she was ina

dilemma. After the massive Earthquake of 2001, in Kutch, she left
her Job and got associated with an org.]ANPATH. a state level
network of voluntary 0T in Gujarat. She handled the programme
called Social Rehabilitation of C hildren and got introduced to Right
Based Work in a real sense. Ms. Pankti is known for her rich
contribution in advancing Right to Information for empowering
poor . Huge corruption and unaccountability of the state of Gujarat
in Earthquakeand laterduring 2002 Riots got all like minded people
to come together to form Mahiti Adhikar Gujarat Pahel to demand

RTIin Gujaratin 2002-2003.

Meanwhile NCPRI had already emerged
demand for a central Act. She actively participated in convent
and consultations for the Act. Once the Act was in place, they
decided to facilitate it's implementation so that common citizens,
marginal communities can use it to get info and accountability. Her
core activities include the introduction of and RTI helpline
9924085000 which since 12th may 2006 responds 50 to 60 calls per
?{2).':‘1:: has answerefi queries from Gujarat, Maharashtra, HP, MP,
» }:i:h an, WSB, .Pun}éb, UP, Haryana, JK. Next is RTI on Wheels
is a Multimedia vehicle that acts like RTI ambulance 7

Ms. Pankti Yog 1S
Mahiti Adhikar Gujara

and she joined NCPRI to
ions



Jtes awareness, info dissemination abou - .

ampaigns in Rajasthan, HP, Goa, Maharashtra K n .uctgd
col! 1boration with local RTTactivists ororg. It has bee;\ list .;‘C. in
of 1 e "Best Practices” by Gol book on RTI published in zc;l X T:g (:in‘e
the saturday Legal Clinic which is a Weekly guidance c?{nicll;h,s
of s one to one guidance for citizens on "How to draft R’?":
ap .cation” or first appeal. So far it has handled over 10,000 case
gc 1 RTI helpline and Legal Clinics are used by Plb to seesl;
gl lance on RTI. MAGP conducts training programme on RTI to
¢ -ens, especially to marginalized communities. So far it has taken
o ri500 training sessions. MAGP has developed useful material on
R | like user manuals, Formats for Proactive disclosures at village
Ic el,compilation of RTIrelated GRs, compilation of Success stories
o RTI etc. MAGP has a blog which is also very popular and has over
»+230 - posts and over 8 lakh visitors - www.mahitiadhikar.blogspot.com
This blogs collates all RTI news across india, Pakistan, Nepal,
Bangladesh (which are published in newspaper) every day and
publishes it. It also has a search option, so that any person can get
subject wise RTI storiesonone platform. Through itswideand deep
experience on applying RTI for grass root issues, it has developed
some techniques like "Mass RTI application” where in large number
of citizens file RTI application one particular issue, which gets
system's attention, larger society also becomes aware, mobilization
for that issue becomes easier, and gaps, misappropriation/
corruption around the issue gets highlighted. Many Ready to use
RTI applications, which helps citizens to draft sharp, to the point
RTI application on ration, pension, Panchayati Raj, Food Security,
land matters etc. which are used widely. Ms. Pankti thereby
encourages and inspires many in demanding the information they
wish to know and thereby aids in the building of a transparent
democracyand holding the government accountable.
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#Smt. Qmashashi_Mai

smt. Umashashi Maity was born in 3 midde
class family of five sisters and one Younger
brother. It was hard to make both ends meet She
lost her father at a young age and her stydjes
stopped at 10th standard only as their financia]

\ conditions started to deteriorate. She got
/  § married at1973 and gave birth to her first son ip
L4 1976 after the death of the child in 1979 she
became mentally unstable. It was the turning
point of her life. In1983 she underwent for a house mother training
1t “Sarada Ramkrishna Sishu ‘o' Mahila Sevashram” without any
stipend. There she got help & assistance from Shri Jagadish Mondal,
Br Tararani Chakraborty, Br. Bina Das & Rina Dasand others. At the
time of staying in Ashram she was introduced to Mr. S. K.
Chakraborty (Kakababu), RDC Sri Pannalal Dasgupta (Kakababu)
& TSRD Sri Biplab Halim of IMSE. These great social activists,
reformer and fighter against social evils gave their advice and
blessings. There she was trained in Hobby Loom, Hand Loom, Fruit

Preservation etc.

In the meantime her husband Mr. Nikhil Ranjan Maity started
engaging in social work with various organization and on 5th may
1988 He joined IMSE. Mr. Maity also took Smt. Umashashi Maity to
IMSE and wasappointed by IMSE. Days went byand Smt. Umashshi
Maity took more responsibility of the organization and got
appointed as the superintendent of IMSE PITRIALAY Short Stay
Home at Malancha in Singhi of Purba Burdwan district. Women of
age group 15 to 35 were sent to the short stay home. Smt. Umashashi
Maity with had the skills and looked after them. She is working till
today for those helpless women. The PITRIALAY Short Stay Hom¢




,lso has a handloom unit for producing Katha Stich sarees which
was run by the inmates under her supervision. Some of the women
Jlsojoined in Nursing training, some women were rehabilitated by
7. rriage and some of them went back to their parents or husbands.
g - tried her best to help in these processes with the help of others
s (fs from local and Kolkata office. She is a mother figure to the
. nates and they lovingly call her “Bardi”. She is a woman of strong
| power and practices the ethos of selfless voluntarism very
iously. She is a duty full administrator for organizational works

4 her uncompromised attitude against all evils are remarkable.
per her own version she availed these qualities from the heads of

e organizations mostly from Late Biplab Halim, Ex-executive
rector of IMSE and Lily Halim, Chairperson of IMSE. She
nsiders IMSE as an extension of her own family. We respect her
yalty and dedication towards her work, the organization and

orvice to mankind. These qualities will encourage voluntary work
force.
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__Mr. Mahanada Halder

Mr. Mahanada Halder has been working f
28 years to help people understang tl:):.
difference between manifestation and
development. He believes that the concept of
< development is mostly related to the physical
- ™ world. When people talk about developmem’
they only mean the development of the roads,
hospitals, houses, economical status etc.
Because in now days, the only meaning of the
development is nothing but the infrastructural development.
People never talk about their own life. Throughout his life journey,
he has realized that the parameter of a good life or the human
perspective for living a better life has been changed in these days.
This realization drives him to reach out those people who are
deviating from the ideal path of the life just toachieve some physical
comfort. Without considering the age, gender, caste or religion, he
started motivating people in various ways. Butas much as he started
involving himself in the various communities, he found that all the
people are talking about the right that means that the people are
quite aware of this concept but what peopleare not trying toadopt is
the concept of “responsibility”. Because if people only fight for their
rights and do not consider their individual responsibilities, the
society will become imbalanced in the near future. Being a social
worker Mr. Mahananda Halder has dedicated his life to build a
society where people will realize the true values of life and are
responsible enough to help others toachieve the same.
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